Lake Erie Shores & Islands Region Talking Points 
· The Lake Erie Shores& Islands region is the area in Ohio that brings in the most people annually with over 10 million visitors.
· They come for our wonderful boating and fishing opportunities, ferry boat trips to our islands, resort style vacation spots, exciting family fun destinations like Cedar Point, natural areas, and historical sites.

· Perhaps our most well known historical treasure is the 352 foot tall Perry Peace Memorial on South Bass Island. The monument was erected in the early nineteen hundreds in honor of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry’s War of 1812 accomplishments. Visitors can take an elevator ride to an observation platform high above Lake Erie. 
 
· Visitors to our area can also see and climb the spiral staircase in the Marblehead Lighthouse, the oldest continuously operating and the most visited lighthouse in all the Great Lakes.
· Many visitors come to the area to combine a trip to the lake with a stop at nearby Cedar Point, an amusement park in Sandusky that offers more roller coasters than any other in the world. There are also several indoor water parks in Sandusky including Kalahari – the largest hotel in Ohio and the biggest water park in the United States.
· This area is most known for summer time fun, but increasingly we are seeing year- round visitors that enjoy activities including holiday shopping, tours of our wineries, winter bird watching, and ice fishing. 

· Those who enjoy scenic drives should know that Ottawa and Erie Counties along with the five other Ohio counties that border Lake Erie share a 290 mile long scenic byway called the Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail with more than 250 points of interest along the way.  

· Lake Erie Shores & Islands is in the western basin of Lake Erie. This region has nearly 200 licensed marinas and over 20,000 boat docks which is more than half of all that are on Lake Erie’s shoreline. 
· More fishing licenses are sold here than any other place in Ohio with annual sales of more than 70,000 licenses over the past few years. 

· We have a very large number of charter captains in this region and throughout the state. Ohio in fact is home base for over 1/3 of all of Lake Erie’s charter captains. The primary fish sought here are large and smallmouth bass, perch and of course walleye.  

· Magee Marsh in western Ottawa County along with the nearby Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge are considered by many groups including the Audubon Society to be one of the top bird watching spots in the United States. 

· The world’s best example of glacial carving is located on Kelleys Island and visitors can tour the expansive Glacial Grooves.     
For more information, contact Larry Fletcher at 800-441-1271 x223 or larry@lake-erie.com 

or Jill Bauer at 800-255-3743 or jill@shoresandislands.com 
