LAKE ERIE ISLANDS - EAST REGION
STORY IDEAS

1. Cedar Point
Named “Best Amusement Park in the World” for nine consecutive years, this Sandusky park/resort continues to impress.  Home to more rides and roller coasters than any other park in the world, Cedar Point will debut its 17th coaster, the $21 million Maverick, in 2007. The wild-west-themed Maverick will be a terrain-hugging coaster featuring a 95-degree angle drop first hill, eight “airtime-filled hills,” many twists and hairpin turns, and a surprise 70 mph second launch through a dark tunnel.  Cedar Point also features fabulous live entertainment, delicious dining options, beach-front family resorts and RV campgrounds, the family-fun Challenge Park, and Soak City waterpark.
2. Making a Splash in Sandusky
Get ready for some wet and wild fun at one of Sandusky’s four indoor waterpark resorts.  In the “waterpark capital of Ohio” you can visit Ohio’s first indoor waterpark - Great Wolf Lodge, Cedar Point’s Carribean-themed Castaway Bay, Ohio’s largest indoor waterpark at the African-themed Kalahari Resort (which will be the United State’s largest when it completes a 93,000 sq. ft. expansion by the end of 2007), and the brand new Rain Waterpark at the Quality Inn & Suites.  Two more indoor waterpark resorts are expected for 2008, the brand new Shipwreck Falls and the Hawaiian-themed Maui Sands Resort, which is a new waterpark and 96-suite addition to the former Holiday Inn Holidome.  During warmer weather you can splash the day away at Cedar Point’s Soak City and Monsoon Lagoon in Marblehead. 
3. Island Fever
Who couldn’t use an island getaway?  Take a ferry, cruise or a catamaran jet-boat to the Lake Erie Islands to experience life at a more relaxed pace or full of fun sightseeing and adventures.  Sample island life on Kelleys Island, Put-in-Bay, or Middle Bass Island.  Experience an island-hopping cruise on the Goodtime I or Jet Express from downtown Sandusky. 

4. Erie County’s Wine-making Heritage
Celebrate with August’s Toast of Ohio wine tasting festival in Sandusky.  Visit historic wineries, Firelands Winery, Hermes Vineyard, Quarry Hill Winery and Kelley’s Island Wine Co, for tours and tasting.

5. Doing What Comes Naturally
Butterfly Festival on Kelleys Island, Feathers and Foliage Festival, Great Black Backed Gull Watch, Lake Erie Wing Watch Weekend, plus birdwatching and hiking at Sheldon Marsh, Old Woman Creek, Eagle Point Preserve, and Magee Marsh.  Erie County is part of a region that plays host to some 300-bird species during the spring and fall migratory bird seasons.  Take a stroll through a garden at the 70-acre Schoepfle Garden & Arboretum, James H. McBride Arboretum, or historic downtown Sandusky’s many beautifully landscaped parks.
6. Artists, Craftsmen and Performers
Cultural events and activities, such as the Huron Playhouse, Ohio’s longest, continuously running Summer Theater, the Merry Go Round Museum’s Carver’s Weekend, Bay Days, and the Lyman Harbor Entertainment Complex, Huron Amphitheater and Sandusky Bay Pavilion live summer entertainment schedule.  See craftsman at work at the Berlin Fruit Box Company – the oldest basket making business in Ohio (and second oldest in the nation.)
7. Eerie Ohio
Spotlighting Halloween events and attractions such as HalloWeekends® at Cedar Point, or Ghostly Manor high tech haunted attraction, open June through October.  Captain Montague’s Bed & Breakfast in Huron hosts “Murder Mystery Weekends” in the fall and winter and the Sandusky hosts Boo at the Bay and the Haunted Sandusky Ghost Walk in October. 

8. Underground Railroad
Because of its location on Lake Erie, the number of railroad lines, the Huron and Vermilion Rivers, and the Milan Canal, Erie County was a leading Great Lakes port and a major terminal on the Underground Railroad.  Occasional guided tours and educational programs are offered by the Friends of The Sandusky Underground Railroad Education Center.


9. Walleye, perch, and smallmouth bass fishing
Charter a fishing boat or fish along Lake Erie’s shore from a pier, park or beach.

10. History only found in Lake Erie Shores & Islands
· Thomas Alva Edison’s Birthplace in Milan, Ohio 

· Merry Go Round Museum watch wood carvers make a carousel animal

· Learn about Shipwrecks and Lake Erie’s role in the War of 1812 at the Inland Seas Maritime Museum, the Maritime Museum of Sandusky, and Perry’s Victory and International Peace Memorial on Put-in-Bay.
For more information, contact Jill Bauer at 800-255-3743 or jill@shoresandislands.com
