LAKE ERIE ISLANDS - WEST REGION
STORY IDEAS
1. Looking deeper reveals islands roots
Did you know South Bass Island once was an extension of the Marblehead Peninsula? The islands are composed of mostly two types of rock -- limestone and dolomite. Both are similar in composition, with the exception that dolomite contains magnesium as well as limey mud and sea animal remains. As the islands were formed, there was an uplifting of the earth which created an arch – known as the Cincinnati Arch. Because of this arch, the rock layers are exposed to dip toward the east. The older layers are exposed progressively westward. Pelee, Middle and Kelleys islands are composed of younger limestone, whereas North, Middle and South Bass islands are older dolomite.
2. An island by any other name
Names say a lot about a person, and the same is true for an island. Rattlesnake, Starve, Mouse . . . all have tales to tell about the origins of their names. 
3. Stone Laboratory provides learning experiences 
Once owned by Civil War financier Jay Cooke, Gibraltor Island is home to The Ohio State University Stone Laboratory. In addition to research, Stone Laboratory provides valuable training for educators and students.  Once the family home to Jay Cooke, Cooke’s Castle is being renovated as a library, conference, and research facility.
4. Perry’s Victory International Peace Memorial getting a facelift
Damage from a 2006 storm demonstrated the need for major renovation of this monument. These important preservation efforts are underway.  
5. Family activities abound on South Bass Island
Recent years have added dozens of new activities for children to enjoy on the island. From gem mining to bike riding, carousels to playground merry-go-rounds, Put-in-Bay offers activities to educate and entertain youth. 

6. Scenic flights provide birds-eye views of the islands
The islands take on another dimension when viewed from the air. Several airline companies provide scenic flights. 

7. Island enters meeting planning business
Who says Put-in-Bay is all play and no work? With the recent addition of full-service conference centers, space is now available for several hundred.  This plus several smaller but very unique venues make the island an ideal location for a meeting function.
8. Lake Erie Islands Historical Society Museum does more than just entertain
The Lake Erie Islands Historical Society Museum provides glances at early island history, as well as glimpses of the unique island culture.
9. Lake Erie Wing Watch promotes economic development and conservation
The only bird-watching and avi-tourism organization in the State of Ohio, Lake Erie Wing Watch promotes bird watching in a 3-county area while also protecting the habitats it promotes. Now being used as a model throughout the state, Lake Erie Wing Watch has made a difference.
10. Bird watchers flock to area for warbler spectacle
Bird watching is one of the leading recreational activities in the country, second only to gardening. Bird watchers flock to the area during the month of May for the colorful and vocal neo-tropical migration. 
For more information, contact Larry Fletcher at 800-441-1271 x223 or larry@lake-erie.com
